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They were philosophers in action, they had robust common sense
and so they brushed aside the beast in the Brahmins, that is to
say, selfishness, and they had no hesitation in recognizing in
Buddha the true exponent of their own faith. And so, being myself
also one of the masses living in their midst, I found that Buddhism
is nothing but Hinduism reduced to practice in terms of the mas-
ses. And, therefore, sometimes the learned men are not satisfied
with the incredibly simple teachings of Buddha. They go to it for
the satisfaction of their intellect and they are disappointed. Reli-
gion is pre-eminently a matter of the heart and a man who
approaches it with intellectual pride is doomed to disappointment.
I make bold to say that Buddha was not an atheist. God
refuses to see any person, any devotee who goes in with his pride.
He believes not in men rubbing their noses on the ground, he
wants not to see the marks on the noses, and some of you may
not know that many Mussalmans really carry these marks on
their foreheads as they lie prostrate in their mosques, rub their
foreheads day after day so that they have got the scar on their
forehead about the circumference of a rupee, sometimes, even
larger. God does not want the marks. He sees through and
through. A man may cut his nose and rub it on the ground, but
God will not recognize him who will turn his back upon a man
with pointed nose, if his heart is not bruised and blood does
not flow freely from his heart. He recognizes that as his own.
And the masses, not knowing what pride is, approach him in
all humility and become the splendid philosophers in action, and
we can freely follow them. That, in my opinion, is the essential
teaching of Buddhism. It is pre-eminently a religion of the
masses. I do not despair. I do not for one moment consider that
Buddhism has been banished from India. Every essential charac-
teristic of Buddhism, I see, is being translated into action in
India, much more perhaps than in China, Ceylon and Japan,
which nominally profess Buddhism. I make bold to say that we in
India translate Buddhism into action far more and far better
than our Burmese friends do. It is impossible to banish Buddha.
You cannot deprive him of his birth in India. In his own life,
he made out for himself an imperishable name. He lives today
in the lives of millions of human beings. What does it matter
whether we go to a little temple and worship his image or whe-
ther we even take his name. My Hinduism teaches me that, if
my heart is pure, I may mispronounce the name of Sri Rama as
Mara, still I can speak it with as much force as may, even more
than, the learned Brahmins. So, I say to Dr. Dharmapala, what